Cccleston & Pulford Chureh of St Mary’s — Sunday 2™ Qugust 2026

St Mary’s Church Eccleston, Church Rd, Eccleston, CH4 9HT
St Mary’s Church Pulford, Wrexham Rd, Pulford, CH4 9DG
https://ecclestonandpulfordchurches.org
admin®@ecclestonandpulfordchurches.org
Rector: Rev Dr Stephen Torr.

Associate Minister: Rev Holly Torr.

Please refer to the website for latest locations and times.
All Services are led by Rev Dr Stephen Torr or Rev Holly Torr
unless indicated otherwise.

Sun 2" August 10:30 am  Pulford Church Trinity 9 - HC

Sun 9*" August 10:30 am  Eccleston Church  Trinity 10 - Choral HC
Sun 16™ August 9.45 am  Eccleston Church  Trinity 11 - Said HC
Sun 16" August 10.45 am Eccleston Church  Church Picnic

Sun 23" August 10:30 am Eccleston Church  Choral HC with Baptism (Bea Spencer)
Sun 30" August 10:30 am Eccleston Church  Choral HC

Sun 6" Sept. 10:30 am Pulford Church Trinity 14 - HC

Sun 13 Sept. 10:30 am Eccleston Church  Trinity 15 - Choral HC
Sun 20" Sept. 9.45 am Eccleston Church  Trinity 16 - Said HC
Sun 20" Sept. 10.45 am Eccleston Church  Messy Church

Sun 27" Sept 10:30am Eccleston Church  Trinity 17 - Choral HC

Your prayers are asked for those who are sick and all the sick of the Parish. We remember our beloved dead,
particularly those who have died recently, including Maurice Terry, Steve Willan, Terry Brightmore, Jane O’Connor
and Derek Venables and those whose anniversaries occur about this time including Capt. Robert Sydney Hutchinson.

Parish Contacts: https://www.ecclestonandpulfordchurches.org/contacts/

Hymns for Pulford Church - Sunday 2" August: 66: Be Thou, my vision; 321: How sweet the
name; 572: O My Saviour Lifted; 561: O Lord hear my prayer; 798: We have a gospel;

Readings for Sunday 2" August
15t Reading: Isaiah 55:1-5; Gospel: Matthew 14:13-21

Reading for Sunday 9t" August

15t Reading: 1 Kings 19:9-18 ESV - The LORD Speaks to Elijah - There he - Bible Gateway
Reading for Sunday 16" August

15t Reading: Isaiah 56:1,6-8 ESV - Salvation for Foreigners - Thus says - Bible Gateway

Reading for Sunday 23" August
1t Reading: Isaiah 51:1-6 ESV - The LORD's Comfort for Zion - Bible Gateway

Messy Church Dates and Locations 2026

All Messy Churches will be in Eccleston Village Hall at 10.45 am on the 3" Sunday of the month
(unless otherwise indicated). Please see Holly’s poster for details:
https://www.ecclestonandpulfordchurches.org/messy-church/

Reader/Intercessor Rota: The Church reader/intercessor rota can be found at the following
URL: https://www.ecclestonandpulfordchurches.org/rota/

If you would like to be a reader or make changes to your reading times, please email Hilary or
me at admin@ecclestonandpulfordchurches.org
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Pulford & Poulton Local History Group. The next History Group event can be found on their
website. To book tickets or simply to find out more about these talks visit the Pulford and Poulton
Local History Group at https://pplhg.org.uk or email James at info@pplhg.org.uk

Christian Art Homily: An interesting homily based on the passage from Matthew 12:1-8 - “l desire
mercy, and not sacrifice”: https://christian.art/daily-gospel-reading/matthew-12-1-8-2026/

Cleaning 4 St Mary’s. We have a team of dedicated volunteers that help to clean Eccleston Church
on the 4t Saturday of every month from 10:30 am to 12:30 pm. If anyone would like to volunteer
to help Sue keep Pulford Church clean, or join the Eccleston team, we would be extremely
grateful.

Chester Diocese News News (List) | Chester Diocese

Church Vacancies: We desperately need volunteers to act as Tower Captain for Eccleston
Church, Readers, Intercessors, Welcomers and Cleaners for Pulford Church and Eccleston
Church. Please email: admin@ecclestonandpulfordchurches.org

Chester - possible capital of Britannia
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Figure 1 - The mysterious elliptical building in Chester.

In Chester in 1939, the walls of two unusual elliptical buildings were discovered, one on top of
the other. These “elliptical” buildings were partially uncovered behind the market hall. No similar
buildings have been found in other Roman legionary fortresses, leading some to speculate that
Chester was intended to be the capital of Roman Brittania. The intention of this elliptical building
remains a mystery to this day. It was 12 acres larger than the fortresses at York and Caerleon.
Also, the stone curtain wall of the elliptical building was constructed without mortar using large
sandstone blocks. This required greater skill and effort than any other Roman fortress, and was
usually reserved for the most important structures such as temples.

Standing on Firm Foundations Anyone who has walked through the centre of Chester has, perhaps
without realising it, been walking over nearly two thousand years of history. Beneath today's
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streets lie the foundations of the Roman fortress of Deva Victrix, established around AD 79.
Although the soldiers have long since departed, many of their roads, walls and buildings still
influence the shape of our city today. Good foundations have remarkable staying power.

The Bible often speaks about foundations. Jesus concluded the Sermon on the Mount with these
familiar words: "Everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a
wise man who built his house on the rock” (Matthew 7:24). Storms came, the winds blew, yet the
house stood firm because its foundation was secure. The Romans knew that impressive buildings
began with careful groundwork. They invested time and effort in what no one would ever see,
because they knew the unseen foundations determined the future of everything built upon them.
Our Christian lives are much the same. It is tempting to focus on the visible things—our
achievements, our reputation, or even our church activities. Yet God is far more concerned with
the unseen foundation: daily prayer, reading Scripture, acts of quiet kindness, repentance, and
trust in Christ. These are the disciplines that anchor our lives when difficulties inevitably arise.
St Paul reminds us that "no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which is
Jesus Christ" (1 Corinthians 3:11). Our security does not rest on our own strength but on Him.

As we walk through Chester's ancient streets, perhaps we can remember that the city's endurance
began with foundations hidden beneath the surface. May we also build our lives on the one
foundation that will never crumble—our Lord Jesus Christ.

Prayer - Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen the foundations of our faith. Help us to hear Your word,
to put it into practice, and to trust You through every season of life. Build Your Church upon the
solid rock of Your love, that we may stand firm and bear faithful witness to You. Amen.

Christian Curiosity returns: September 9t. 7pm to 9pm. Refreshments will accompany a
question-and-answer session about the Christian faith. Eccleston Village Hall. Please submit
questions in advance to admin@ecclestonandpulfordchurches.org

Foxhill Retreat Friday 237 3.30pm to Sunday 25%" October - A weekend retreat offering the
opportunity to pause, reconnect and be encouraged in faith. The weekend is offered as a gift...
https://www.foxhillchester.co.uk/event-details/chester-diocese-anglican-cursillo-weekend

Could You Help Bring the Bible to Local Schools? Every week, children in primary schools across
the British Isles discover the Bible in a fun, interactive and unforgettable way through Walk
Through the Bible. Many are seeing how the whole Bible fits together for the very first time. The
demand from schools continues to grow, but we need more presenters to reach the many children
who have yet to experience these sessions. Could God be calling you? You don't need teaching
experience—just a love for Jesus, a heart for children and a willingness to learn. Full training,
resources and ongoing support are provided, so you'll be well equipped to become part of a local
team sharing God's Word in schools. If you'd like to find out more about becoming a Walk Through
the Bible presenter, please visit www.Bible.org.ukor contact ruth@Bible.org.uk.

Thank you to everyone who attended the public consultation to find out more about the future
of the Church building at Pulford. Please note the times and locations of the Church Services are
published in our fortnightly newsletter and on our website at:
https://ecclestonandpulfordchurches.org/rota

Newsletter items - Please email newsletter items to: admin@ecclestonandpulfordchurches.org
1 - Bible Readings from https://BibleGateway.com

2 - Christian Art Homily from https://christian.art website.

Newsletter #148 created by Stephen Hutchinson (Church Warden).

For websites, apps, art and computer support please contact https://stevehutch.co.uk
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