
 

 

 
YHWH 

 
The ‘name’ Yahweh (often shortened in Old Testament texts to 
YHWH) is a term that’s commonly interpreted as ‘The One who 
Exists, or "I Am Who I Am" - the latter being linked to God’s revelation 
to Moses when He described Himself as ‘I am who I am’. 
 
Basically, YHWH was a way by which the Jews recognised not only 
that God exists, but that He has always existed, and always will! It 
also implies that He lacks nothing nor needs anything (so is self-
sufficient). So, anything that He does, He does by choice - we often 
use the term God’s grace. When Jesus referred to himself as I am, 
he was knowingly grabbing the proverbial tiger by the tail - and what 
he said was considered blasphemy by his enemies! 
 
However, the use of Yahweh (in speaking), and YHWH in texts, was 
also a means by which to avoid using the word ‘God’ - in essence, 
showing respect for His deity; it was also an expression of the deeply 
personal relationship the Jews had with God - often referred to as 
The Covenant. 
 
Fast forwarding to a New Testament reading from the Book of the 
Acts of the Apostles for Easter 5 - John 14 - where we read that Jesus 
identified himself in no uncertain terms: I AM the Way, the Truth and 
the Life… Yet in Acts 17 (a reading for Easter 6), Paul has a go at 
the Athenians for having altars to a whole host of gods, including one 
to an unknown god!! They worshiped gods only identifiable by 
name, at best. And totally unidentifiable at worst… 
 
Basically, they chose to worship even a god who was unknown to 
them, with no apparent interest in learning about the God who was 
offering a personal relationship (‘covenant’) with everyone. 
 
Thought for the Week:  It occurs to me that being a practicing 
Christian isn’t so much seeking a direct relationship with a God who 
is unfathomable (He simply can’t be described in human terms); but 
much more about trusting that the way Jesus behaved, and what he 
spoke about, is an absolute reflection of what God wants us to 



 

 

emulate. In a way, our personal relationship with God has to be 
through our relationship with, and absolute belief and faith in, 
Jesus… who IS the Way to God, reflects His Truth and reality, and 
shows us the life-of-love He offers to support. 
 
It also occurs to me that humankind seems obsessed with putting 
labels on everything and everyone. That simply isn’t possible when 
we talk about God.  
 
In other words, if we’re ever asked (and I have been, many times) 
who-or-what is God, there’s only one answer I feel I can give these 
days? God simply IS… Yahweh - The one who exists… who ‘is-
who-He-is’. 
 
So, we pray: Father, Son and Holy Spirit, Jesus told us that he is 
the Way to God; he has shown us the Truth of God’s being, and 
how we can live a Life of caring in His Name. 
 
Lord Jesus, You are the one to believe, the path to follow, and 
the hope for true life.  
 
I pray this in Your name,  
 
 Amen." 


