Upside Down = Right Way Up.

Easter Day is here again - the single most important day in the Christian
calendar. The day during (and after) which we celebrate the unthinkable - the
impossible - fact that a man who died such a cruel death was out-and-about
again within a few days!

At Easter-tide in particular, | sense it’s all-too-easy for us to become so familiar
with the events recorded in the Gospels (particularly those that followed the
resurrection) that we may lose some of the ‘sense’ of the tragedy of Jesus’
death. Nor can we truly experience the joy of the disciples, there at the time,
that Jesus proved that death was not His end - nor theirs, nor ours....

With the benefit of hindsight, though, we can more easily accept that this was
the new beginning of the movement of hope that’s never been equaled - nor
ever likely to be... Because of the truth of the Easter Story, we are encouraged
to maintain the faith-to-believe that Jesus Christ is our only hope. God “makes
us alive together with Christ”, so that we remain spiritually alive through faith
alone, and by God’s grace alone.

The Easter Story literally turned conventional thinking - in the religious, spiritual
and ‘scientific’ sense, completely upside down, forever.

Thought for the Week: The empty tomb on that first Easter Day seemed
unbelievable to pretty much everyone at that time - including Jesus’ family and
followers - until He appeared to them in person.

But the fact of the resurrection shows that God always keeps His word. So,
we can be certain that ever since that first Easter Day, it's entirely possible
for us to now:

e Feel a sense of belonging - to each other and to Jesus (and He belongs
to us)! We are never alone...

e Feel loved and wanted - no matter what, God offers His love to
everyone, without condition (though it's up to us whether or not to
believe it, and trust in that, ourselves).

e Take courage when faced with the many challenges in our lives,
because God won'’t require anything of us that we don’t have the
strength to cope with...

e Experience the fact that we already have what we really need for life in
the Spirit - life with Jesus, our risen Lord, and still our Good Shepherd.



In short, when Jesus ‘achieved the seemingly impossible’ when He rose from

the grave, He proved once (and for all) that it’s “not possible” for death to be a
dead end for those who follow Hls lead.

To be truly Christian disciples, | guess we must all accept a willingness to let
our lives be turned upside-down when they need to be, to let God have His
way. It's only when we do so that we can truly find God’s way is the only right-
side-up!

To my way of thinking, that is the hope of Easter.

A verse from the hymn by Edward J Burns

‘Tell of that glorious Easter morn:
empty the tomb for He was free.
He broke the power of death and hell
that we might share his victory.’

A prayer of St Theresa of Avila from the 16th century:

‘God is unchanging.
Let nothing disturb you,
nothing alarm you; while all things fade away,
God is unchanging.
Be patient and you will gain everything:
for with God in your heart, nothing is lacking.
God meets your every need.’



