Low Key Sunday

| was recently asked why we tend to describe the first Sunday after Easter as
Low Sunday. There seems to be a general view that it's because fewer
people come to church relative to the attendance on Easter Day. In my
experience as a Reader, even that could be queried on occasion.

That said, it's probably true that Easter Day might well be better-attended
than may otherwise be ‘usual’, implying that the Low Sunday is reduced
relative to that...

It occurs to me that much about Christ’s ministry was pretty low key in many

ways:

» The infant Jesus was born into poverty, in a ‘stable’, in a tiny village.

* He was brought up in another small village, and learned skills in carpentry
(and associated building work, most likely)

« At the start of His Ministry, He had only twelve ‘close friends’, no fixed base,
and yet there was clearly ‘something special” about Him (and His message)
that attracted large crowds to hear what he had to say.

« At face value, then, Jesus was just viewed as a prophet, rabbi, wandering
preacher and/or ‘faith healer’

The first Easter Day (albeit followed by a much less busy, “low-key” week of
uncertainty, rumours and speculation) changed all that!

Thought for the Week: the first “Low-Key Sunday” marked the end of
any uncertainty about the importance of what happened on he first Easter
Day! Yet the power of God’s love had ‘cheated’ even death - Jesus was alive
and quickly resumed His mission of loving service, teaching-and-preaching.

And His influence far exceeded his low-key image! His influence was so
great, and His message so strong, that He enabled those who followed to
overcome their own doubts, the hatred of the religious authorities, and the
brutality of the Roman invaders and their local henchmen.

At no stage during His three-year ministry did Jesus do anything wrong; He
was loyal to His calling, never compromised His quiet peace-seeking way of
life, and message of love and hope.The only high-key aspect off His life was
His public humiliation as He died. That said, even Hls resurrection was low
key - talking place in a quiet garden scene. No fanfares, no fuss, no drama.

But everything began to change as the truth of the importance of the
resurrection sank in... and I'd like to summarise the ‘low-key’ theme by
paraphrasing the final words of “One Solitary Life” (Dr Jame Allen, 1926)



“In the centuries have that come and gone, Jesus has remained a
central figure of history. All the armies that have ever marched, navies
that have ever sailed, parliaments that come and gone, and monarchs
that have ever reigned put together have not affected the life of
mankind on earth as powerfully as that one solitary life.”

No pomp; no ceremony; no fuss. As simple as that!

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace.
Where there is hatred, let me sow love;
where there is injury, pardon;

where there is doubt, faith;

where there is despair, hope;

where there is darkness, light;

and where there is sadness, joy.

O Divine Master, grant that | may not so much seek
to be consoled as to console;

to be understood as to understand;

to be loved as to love.

For it is in giving that we receive;

it is in pardoning that we are pardoned;

and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life



