“Recognition”

I’'m partial to streaming films, rather than drama series, when I'm
making model aeroplanes - still a passion of mine (at least for as
long as | can manipulate small parts with tweezers in my aging
fingers!). We have a well-fed carpet monster these days, as small
parts, readied for assembly, ping out of sight forever

| often have the TV on as background interest, mainly, but no longer
so keen on streaming ‘drama series’. | soon get bored with the
usual diet of alien invasions, espionage, cops-and-robbers, hospital
dramas and the like. That said, I've just got hooked on one
particular series entitled “Person of Interest”.

The theme is that Al recognition software is being used to
potentially plot the whereabouts of everyone in an unnamed city
(that looks remarkably like New York!). Although it's pure fiction, the
idea is based on recognition software that’s routinely used by police
and military organisations, throughout the world, for (hopefully)
catching the bad guys.

A general theme for Easter 3 includes an element of ‘recognition’, of
course. After Jesus’ execution, his family, friends and followers
were devastated and fearful; but a chosen few saw the risen Lord
on Resurrection Sunday, but didn’t necessarily confidently
recognise Him.

But if we read Luke’s Gospel Chapter 24 says this: “Now that
same day, two of them were going to a village called Emmaus”
when they met ‘a stranger’, who subsequently identified himself as
Jesus-risen, when sharing a meal with Cleopas, and other
believers.

It's pretty clear that, according to St John’s account, Jesus was also
seen by(and identified himself to) more of His followers in a house
in Emmaus - seven miles away from Jerusalem - on that
(Resurrection) Sunday...



Thought for the Week: It occurs to me that Jesus also revealed
His true identity on at least two occasion (chronologically a few
days later than the Emmaus story), over a meal and breaking of
bread with His closer friends and disciples - in locked rooms.

So, too, He can reveal Himself to us, and within us, at any time, but
maybe especially as we break bread and take wine at Holy
Communion, and at shared meals with Christian friends.

The Emmaus story is one of not only recognition, but also an
assurance that hope-in-Jesus is real, and can not only change how
we live our lives, and how we should show love to others, but
transform our lives an new ways.

We need to recognise that as we journey through life, with all its
ups and downs, Jesus journeys with us, every step of the way -
even during times that we may not recognise Him in what we might
term ‘the everyday'.

Do we always recognise Jesus’ presence readily?

Lord, open our eyes to perceive you in our everyday, open our
ears to hear your message, and open our minds to understand
and reflect your reality, day by day. Amen

A post-communion prayer from the Lectionary: Living God, your
Son made himself known to his disciples in the breaking of
bread: open the eyes of our faith, that we may see him in all his
redeeming work; who is alive and reigns, now and for ever.



