SELFLESS LEADERSHIP BY BOB HUGHES

That very first Palm Sunday was a far-from-quiet affair in Jerusalem. I've

mentioned this before...

» On one side of town, crowds had gathered to welcome Jesus as (potentially)
a warrior king - ‘another King David’ - who would lead some sort of
rebellion to rid the Jewish race of their Roman oppressors.

« What they saw was a humble man riding on a donkey, as prophesied:
“Say to the Daughter of Zion, “See, your king comes to you, gentle
and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.”

* On the other side of town, fully armed Roman soldiers marched into town,
as yet another show of force - asserting their (and Pilate’s) authority in no
uncertain manor.

« So, what the crowds perceived was the authorities threatening to quell
any such rebellion in no uncertain terms...

In a previous series of Lenten homilies (during lockdown), Jeanette and |
wrote about Jesus as being a “Creator, Carpenter, Gardener and King”...
This theme was suggested by a series of four guided meditations that |
followed, and each encouraged a period of silent, private, Lenten
contemplations (not, strictly speaking meditation, as such - but pretty
close!).

The Gospels tell us a bit more detail, of course:

* In “John 1-1” we’re specifically told: “In the beginning was the Word,
and the Word was with God, and the Word was God”. A clear statement
that Jesus and God are one-and-the-same Person. Creator...

 Prior to His earthly ministry, we learn that Jesus worked with his adopted
father in the family business as a carpenter (a probably more accurate
translation would be “builder”, but Carpenter is fine)

» Fast-forwarding, on the day of His resurrection, Jesus was mistakenly
identified as the Gardener (a short time later, of course, the full truth was
revealed)

» And having had the experience of being fully-human, Jesus’ ministry would
‘come to life’ after the resurrection, which enabled him to truly be seen
as not just King of the Jews, but also “our King”

...Not a warrior-king, as the first century Jews were hoping for; not as the

commander-in-chief of a revolutionary army. But as an itinerant preacher

leading a peace-loving movement, and promoting a better way of living, bae

on righteous hearts.

» As wholly divine, only He knew God’s mind and purpose.

« As wholly-human, He demonstrated the power of loving and caring for
everyone (and | mean everyone).



He simply invited everyone who'd listen to learn the truth about who God
really is, understand His will and purpose, and then (crucially) to support and
learn from each other - spreading the word, as disciples.

As practicing Christians, | guess we’re pretty clear about what sort of king we
choose to worship... At a time when the world-as-a-whole doesn’t yet seem
to have made up its mind what sort of global leadership should really ‘look
like’. Even so, God (in the persons of Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit) God is
already here-and-now (everywhere, and every-when!) - waiting for everyone
to simply ‘calm down, be still, and take notice’.

But globally, I’d suggest that He remains largely unheard. These days, more
than ever, it’s becoming nigh-impossible to imagine a different world
because of the uncertainty, and consequent stream concerns racing through
our minds - ‘what’s next?’... Whilst all the time wanting and praying for things
to change for the better.

So now, more than ever before (in my memory, at least) what could
possibly matter more than perceiving what God’s trying to tell us? The
wisdom of God can be accessed through a willingness to devote some time to
“listening, perceiving”, not just “doing”. Because it’s only ‘in the silence of
our hearts’ that sufficient space can be created, within which we can
perceive God's wisdom, and find the inspiration to follow more closely the
message of the Gospels - as Christ always intended.

That was His reason for being human (yet divine)! And surely that’s the kind
of leader that’s needed now, more than ever before.

God, grant us the serenity to accept the things we cannot change, the
courage to change the things that we can, and the wisdom to know the
difference.



