Comfort or Complacency?

In chapter 2 of Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians (verses 8-9) we can
read some very comforting words: "For it is by grace you have
been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is
the gift of God—not by works, so that no one can boast."

This passage emphasises that salvation is a free gift from God
because he wants to offer it, not because we necessarily deserve it,
or earn it through doing good stuff!

And yet it says in James 2:26: “As the body without the spirit is
dead, so faith without deeds is dead”. Which sort-of implies that
we really do need to ‘do good’ in the world for faith to have any
meaning.

It occurs to me that if we (or others who may be on the margins of
coming to the Faith) were to just read Ephesians 2 in isolation, it
could be all-too-easy to get a bit complacent about God ‘not requiring’
good deeds (because we receive His kindness - redemption -
through faith alone).

Conversely, if we were to read James 2 in isolation, as some sort of
final word on the subject, we could get the wrong impression that
good works might well play a part in ‘earning’ salvation. And the
answer to that must be “sort-of”.

I'd invite us all, during this Lenten season, to consider how
comfortable we might have become because of our confidence that
God offers salvation as a gift; we’'d be complacent if we don’t worry
too much about doing more, so to speak. We might well drift into
complacency unless we back faith up “in action” by living that faith,
and getting that across to people who may be on the margins of faith
who might otherwise misinterpret the scriptures...

Thought for the Week: I'd hope that we all share the same
understanding that Jesus is the ultimate example of absolute faith in
God, whilst actively demonstrating it as a servant to everybody - in
what he said, how he behaved, and in service to others in need.

In reality, the phrase faith-and-action should be expressed as faith-
in-action. They go hand-in-hand. Not so much opposite sides of the



same coin. Rather, faith and action are the very stuff the ‘coin is made
of’, so inseparable...

During the remainder of Lent, maybe we should examine whether we
ought to be doing more, or doing what we already do in a different
way.

Father God, help us, during this Lenten season. to translate our
reading and understanding of Your word into active service for
others - and our service is based on total trust in Jesus, Your
son, our Lord. Amen.



