Come and See

Having been the recipient of sound advice in the past to help me
move-on following a redundancy situation, | now provide voluntary
mentoring support (on behalf of Prime Cymru) to people who might
prefer to explore the self-employed option. The first questions that
need to be asked are: “What do you want to do, and why?”

These are fundamental questions in any context, aren't they? And, in
my view, necessary in everyday life from time to time... if only as a
self-check that we’re on track and on the right path.

And during the Lenten Season in particular, maybe we should ask
ourselves: “What am | seeking in my relationship with God - in this
place, in my church and in the congregation and community?”.

Early in His ministry, Jesus asked that question of some followers of
John the Baptist. One account takes us to the day after Jesus was
baptised - and John the Baptist noticed the Lord walking down the
street. He pointed Him out to a handful of his own disciples. And
when Jesus turned around to ask that question - “What do you want?
What are you seeking”, it turned out to become an invitation.
« “What are you looking for” is the question that takes us into the
human heart
- “Come and see” is the invitation that takes us into the heart of
God.

It occurs to me that there were, then, three simple actions that point
people to Jesus.

» First, John the Baptist notices Jesus.

« Second, he shares his experience with his own disciples.

« Then, John invites his disciples to follow their new teacher.

Thought for the Week: We’re living in a difficult, bewildering,
unpredictable and unrelentingly-busy world. Our minds are in
overdrive, most of the time, wondering “what’'s next’. And yet,
whether or not we ever saw it in our role description (as Christians)
to participate in winning more people for God, that’s precisely what



we’re called to do... Even in (arguably) the most difficult of
circumstances.

We've all got a part to play (have no about doubt that). We're called,

as were Andrew, Simon and others, to:

« Share with others what we know and enjoy about being part of a
worshipping community (and maybe take for granted)

« Share the fact that we already have a loving and trusting
relationship with our Lord, and with each other. If we hadn’t, we
wouldn’t be regular worshipers!

 Let others know the difference our faith and beliefs, our worship,
and especially our fellowship, has made to us, and continues to
make

We're called to invite others to not just take our word for it, but to
simply come and see for themselves... And, together with Jesus,
we can reach out to people who don’t know Him yet - whether or not
they might already be looking for Him.

We must not ignore any opportunity to make a difference when we
can. But clearly, we can’t hope to change anything for the better as
an inward-looking community, but we can achieve so much more as
a thriving, growing community-in-Christ. Which is why we pray.

Lord Jesus, you know eachone of us. You know what
we’re going through right now: our questions, our fears and
doubts, and our hopes and dreams. Help us to keep looking to
you, to keep seeking you as our answer. Help us to find comfort,
strength, and courage in the confidence of your love for each of
us, and inspire us to invite others to come and see... so they
may share the hope we have found in you.

Thank you for loving us as your children.

Amen.



