Cccleston & Pulford Chureh of St Mary’s — Jun 1«

St Mary’s Church Eccleston, Church Rd, Eccleston, CH4 9HT
St Mary’s Church Pulford, Wrexham Rd, Pulford, CH4 9DG
https://ecclestonandpulfordchurches.org
admin®@ecclestonandpulfordchurches.org
Rector: Rev Dr Stephen Torr.

Associate Minister: Rev Holly Torr.

SERVICE TIMES AND LOCATIONS

Sun 1%t June: Easter 7: HC Pulford Church 9.45 am

Sun 8% June: Pentecost: HC Eccleston Church 11.15am
Sun 15t June: Trinity Sunday: HC Pulford 9.45 am

Sun 15t June: Messy Church Pulford Village Hall 10.45 am
Sun 22" June: Trinity 1: HC Eccleston Church 11.15am
Sun 29% June: Trinity 2: HC Pulford Church 9.45am

PARISH INFORMATION AND CONTACTS

Rector: Rev Dr Stephen Torr: rector@ecclestonandpulfordchurches.org

MessyChurch: Rev Holly Torr: messychurch@ecclestonandpulfordchurches.org
Treasurer: treasurer@ecclestonandpulfordchurches.org
Admin/Website/Newsletter: admin@ecclestonandpulfordchurches.org

Eccleston Church Warden: ecclestonchurchwarden@ecclestonandpulfordchurches.org

Pulford Church Warden: pulfordchurchwarden®@ecclestonandpulfordchurches.org
Choir Director: choir@ecclestonandpulfordchurches.org

Safeguarding: safeguarding@ecclestonandpulfordchurches.org
Licensed Lay Minister: jeanette@ecclestonandpulfordchurches.org

Pulford Village Hall Hire: PulfordVillageHall@gmail.com
Eccleston Village Hall Hire:  MiddlehurstJanet62@gmail.com
Electoral Roll Officer: clwillan@hotmail.com

Messy Church Dates and Locations 2025

Details of the 2025 Messy Church Services can be found in the link below. Messy
Church will start in the Village Hall followed by a short service in the Church:
https://www.ecclestonandpulfordchurches.org/messy-church/

Hymns for Sunday 1%t June: 105 Christ whose glory, 42 - As pants the hart, 62 - Be
Still. 181 Fight the good fight.

PRAYER INTENTIONS
We pray for those known to us who are poorly, those who have died recently, and
those whose anniversaries occur about this time.

Foodbank
Thank you to everyone who has left food items at the back of Church.
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Volunteers Needed.

We are still looking for volunteers for the role of Tower Captain, 2" Church
Warden at Eccleston & help with flower arranging and cleaning at Eccleston
Church.

Readings for Sunday 15t June (")

Acts 16:16-34
Acts 16:16-34 ESV - Paul and Silas in Prison - As we were - Bible Gateway

John 17:20-26 The healing at the Pool on the Sabbath
John 17:20-26 ESV - “l do not ask for these only, but - Bible Gateway

HOMILY (by Rob Hughes): Rob’s Homily: ‘Thy Kingdom Come Needs You!’
https://www.ecclestonandpulfordchurches.org/homilies-by-rob-hughes

The Bible with Nicky and Pippa Gumbel

An extremely good source of daily commentaries based on Bible readings from both
the New and Old Testament can be found on The Bible website and app (formerly
known as Bible in One Year). https://bible.alpha.org/en/

2025 READER/INTERCESSOR/SIDESPERSON for May/June
Church reader/intercessor rota: Rota - ecclestonandpulfordchurches.org

Any changes, please email Hilary or me at admin@ecclestonandpulfordchurches.org
(If reading the rota on your phone, remember to rotate your phone by 90 degrees to see all
columns)

Flowers

We are so very grateful to our flower ladies who ensure there are always fresh
flowers on display at Eccleston. They would dearly like someone to assist them and
to continue this tradition. If any kind souls would like to offer their time to help with
floral arrangements, please contact glenyswilson44@gmail.com

NEWS

School of Theology Talks: Problems with God in the modern world.

Christ Church Chester, Gloucester St, CH1 3HR are hosting 4 talks given by Revd
Canon Dr Michael Leyden, the Dean of Emmanuel Theological College. For details,
see: https://christchurchchester.com/schooloftheology

All talks include coffee, cake and worship and are £6 each (or £20 for all 4).

Start Time: 6.30pm. End time: 9.15pm
Sunday 22" June: Reason and Intelligence
Sunday 29t June: Evil and Suffering
Sunday 13t July: Truth and Experience
Sunday 20t July: Too Many Religions?
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STAINED GLASS WINDOW - Mary: the Mother of God (V) (2)
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Mary of Nazareth, known as the Blessed Virgin Mary, holds a unique and exalted
place in Christian theology, particularly within the Catholic Church. Honored as the
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Mother of God (Theotokos), Mary is revered not only for her role in the Incarnation
but also as the model disciple, the first Christian, and the spiritual mother of all
believers.

Early Life and Background

While the canonical Gospels offer limited information about Mary’s early life,
Christian Tradition—drawing especially from apocryphal sources such as the
Protoevangelium of James—teaches that Mary was the daughter of Saints Joachim
and Anne, a devout Jewish couple. She was likely born in Jerusalem and raised in a
pious household. Catholic doctrine holds that Mary was immaculately conceived,
meaning she was preserved from original sin from the first moment of her existence,
in anticipation of her role as the Mother of the Savior.

Mary lived in Nazareth, a humble town in Galilee. According to the Gospel of Luke
(Luke 1:26-38), the angel Gabriel appeared to her, announcing that she had found
favor with God and would conceive a son by the power of the Holy Spirit. Though
initially troubled by the message, Mary responded with faith and trust: "Behold, I
am the handmaid of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word." This
moment, known as the Annunciation, marks her wholehearted cooperation in God's
redemptive plan.

Mother of Jesus, the Son of God

Mary’s “yes” (or fiat) allowed the Word to become flesh (John 1:14). She gave birth
to Jesus Christ, the Son of God, in Bethlehem (Luke 2:1-7), wrapped Him in
swaddling clothes, and laid Him in a manger. She nurtured Him in His infancy and
childhood, raising Him alongside her husband, Saint Joseph, who served as His
earthly guardian.

Mary was present at key moments in Jesus’ life, including the Presentation in the
Temple (Luke 2:22-38), where Simeon prophesied that a "sword would pierce her
soul,” foretelling her future sorrow. At the Wedding at Cana (John 2:1-11), Mary
prompted Jesus' first public miracle, showing her role as an intercessor and her
awareness of His divine identity.

Throughout Jesus’ public ministry, Mary remained mostly in the background,
reflecting deeply on the events unfolding (Luke 2:19). Yet her faith never wavered,
even when she did not fully understand her Son’s mission.

Mary at the Cross and in the Early Church

Mary’s faith reached its pinnacle at the foot of the Cross (John 19:25-27). In a
moment of profound sorrow and love, she stood beside her dying Son, sharing in His
suffering. There, Jesus entrusted her to the beloved disciple with the words:
"Woman, behold your son" and to the disciple, "Behold your mother."” Catholics
understand this not only as care for Mary but as a symbolic act establishing her as
the spiritual mother of all Christians.

After Jesus’ resurrection and ascension, Mary remained with the disciples in
Jerusalem. She was present in the Upper Room at Pentecost (Acts 1:14; 2:1-4),
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when the Holy Spirit descended upon the early Church, reinforcing her role as
Mother of the Church.

The Assumption and Heavenly Role

Catholic teaching holds that at the end of her earthly life, Mary was assumed body
and soul into heavenly glory, a dogma known as the Assumption, solemnly defined
by Pope Pius Xll in 1950. Though the Bible does not record this event, it has been
affirmed by centuries of Tradition and reflects her singular participation in her Son’s
victory over death.

In heaven, Mary continues her maternal care for the Church. She is venerated as
Queen of Heaven, and Christians believe she intercedes for the faithful, bringing
their prayers before her Son. Her apparitions throughout history—such as at
Guadalupe, Lourdes, and Fatima—further testify to her ongoing presence and
concern for humanity.

Theological Significance

Mary is often referred to as the New Eve, whose obedience undid the disobedience
of the first woman. In her, the Church sees the perfect example of discipleship:
humble, faithful, and wholly devoted to God. She is both a type of the Church and
its mother, showing the Church how to live in fidelity and holiness.

Catholics do not worship Mary, but they venerate her as the highest of God’s
creatures, the greatest of the saints, and the one who most perfectly reflects
Christ. Devotions such as the Rosary, Marian feasts, and prayers like the Hail Mary
and Salve Regina are expressions of love and honor for her unique role in salvation
history.

Conclusion

Mary’s life is a testament to the power of God’s grace and the beauty of complete
trust in Him. As the Mother of God, the Mother of the Redeemer, and the spiritual
Mother of all Christians, she continues to inspire, comfort, and guide the faithful
on their journey toward her Son, Jesus Christ.

Her final words recorded in Scripture — “Do whatever He tells you” (John 2:5) —
remain her timeless message to the world.

1 - Bible readings are referenced from the BibleGateway.com (ESV edition)

2 - Thank you to Robin Glaze for the photo of the Stained-Glass window from Eccleston Church of
the Virgin Mary.

3 - Biography of Mary generated by ChatGPT.

Newsletter #103 - Please email Prayer Intentions and News Items suitable for
publication in the Parish News to Stephen Hutchinson at
admin@ecclestonandpulfordchurches.org
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