Ccecleston & Pulford Chureh of St Mary’s — flap 25

St Mary’s Church Eccleston, Church Rd, Eccleston, CH4 9HT
St Mary’s Church Pulford, Wrexham Rd, Pulford, CH4 9DG
https://ecclestonandpulfordchurches.org
admin®@ecclestonandpulfordchurches.org
Rector: Rev Dr Stephen Torr.

Associate Minister: Rev Holly Torr.

SERVICE TIMES AND LOCATIONS

Sun 25% May: Easter 6: HC Eccleston Church 11.15 am
Thu 29t May: Ascension HC Eccleston Church 7.30 pm
Sun 15t Jun: Easter 7: HC Pulford Church 9.45 am

Sun 8t Jun: Pentecost: HC Eccleston Church 11.15am
Sun 15t Jun: Trinity Sunday: HC Pulford 9.45 am

Sun 15" Jun: Messy Church Pulford Village Hall 10.45 am

PARISH INFORMATION AND CONTACTS

Rector: Rev Dr Stephen Torr: rector@ecclestonandpulfordchurches.org

MessyChurch: Rev Holly Torr: messychurch@ecclestonandpulfordchurches.org
Treasurer: treasurer@ecclestonandpulfordchurches.org
Admin/Website/Newsletter: admin@ecclestonandpulfordchurches.org

Eccleston Church Warden: ecclestonchurchwarden@ecclestonandpulfordchurches.org

Pulford Church Warden: pulfordchurchwarden®@ecclestonandpulfordchurches.org
Choir Director: choir@ecclestonandpulfordchurches.org

Safeguarding: safeguarding@ecclestonandpulfordchurches.org
Licensed Lay Minister: jeanette@ecclestonandpulfordchurches.org

Pulford Village Hall Hire: PulfordVillageHall@gmail.com
Eccleston Village Hall Hire:  MiddlehurstJanet62@gmail.com
Electoral Roll Officer: clwillan@hotmail.com

Messy Church Dates and Locations 2025

Details of the 2025 Messy Church Services can be found in the link below. Messy
Church will start in the Village Hall followed by a short service in the Church:
https://www.ecclestonandpulfordchurches.org/messy-church/

Hymns for Sunday: 120 - Come down, 61 - Be Still, 337 - | the Lord. 273. Great is
thy. HC 743. There is a redeemer.

PRAYER INTENTIONS
We pray for those known to us who are poorly, those who have died recently, and
those whose anniversaries occur about this time.

Foodbank
Thank you to everyone who has left food items at the back of Church.

Volunteers Needed.
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We are still looking for volunteers for the role of Tower Captain, 2"¢ Church
Warden at Eccleston & help with flower arranging and cleaning at Eccleston
Church.

Readings for Sunday 25t May (")

Acts 16:9-15 The Conversion of Lydia
Acts 16:9-15 ESV - And a vision appeared to Paul in the - Bible Gateway

John 5:1-9 The healing at the Pool on the Sabbath
John 5:1-9 ESV - The Healing at the Pool on the Sabbath - Bible Gateway

Figure 1 - The Pool of Bethesda painting by Robert Bateman (1877) — Note 2

HOMILY (by Rob Hughes): Rob’s Homily: titled ‘Ascension or Ascendancy’ can be
found on the Church Website:
https://www.ecclestonandpulfordchurches.org/homilies-by-rob-hughes

The Bible with Nicky and Pippa Gumbel

An extremely good source of daily commentaries based on Bible readings from both
the New and Old Testament can be found on The Bible website and app (formerly
known as Bible in One Year). https://bible.alpha.org/en/

2025 READER/INTERCESSOR/SIDESPERSON for May/June
Church reader/intercessor rota: Rota - ecclestonandpulfordchurches.org

Any changes, please email Hilary or me at admin@ecclestonandpulfordchurches.org
(If reading the rota on your phone, remember to rotate your phone by 90 degrees to see all
columns)

Flowers

We are so very grateful to our flower ladies who ensure there are always fresh
flowers on display at Eccleston. They would dearly like someone to assist them and
to continue this tradition. If any kind souls would like to offer their time to help with
floral arrangements, please contact glenyswilson44@gmail.com
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NEWS
School of Theology Talks: Problems with God in the modern world.
Christ Church Chester, Gloucester St, CH1 3HR are hosting 4 talks given by Revd
Canon Dr Michael Leyden, the Dean of Emmanuel Theological College. For details,
see: https://christchurchchester.com/schooloftheology
All talks include coffee, cake and worship and are £6 each (or £20 for all 4).

Start Time: 6.30pm. End time: 9.15pm
Sunday 22" June: Reason and Intelligence
Sunday 29t June: Evil and Suffering
Sunday 13t July: Truth and Experience
Sunday 20t July: Too Many Religions?

STAINED GLASS WINDOW - St. Werburgh: The Radiant Flame of Faith and
Reform () 4

In the heart of 7th-century England, amid royal courts
and sacred cloisters, rose a woman whose legacy would
blaze through the centuries like a holy fire—St.
Werburgh, princess, abbess, and saint of radiant virtue.
Born into the noble and devout royal family of Mercia,
Werburgh was destined for greatness—not in conquest or
courtly intrigue, but in the deeper realm of spiritual
leadership and holy transformation.

Daughter of King Wulfhere of Mercia and Queen
Ermenilda of Kent, Werburgh was a child of two
powerful Christian dynasties. Yet, it was not the throne
that called her, but the cloister. In a time when royal
women were often pawns in political marriages,
Werburgh chose a different path. With unshakable
courage and divine vision, she renounced her claim to

st et a8 earthly power and entered the religious life, joining the
great movement of monastic reform that was reshaping England’s spiritual
landscape.

Trained under her formidable aunt, St. Etheldreda of Ely, Werburgh’s mind and soul
were honed in the fires of discipline, study, and devotion. Her intelligence was
matched only by her compassion. As abbess, she led with a rare blend of firmness
and tenderness, reforming monastic life across Mercia. She founded or restored
several abbeys—including Weedon, Hanbury, and Trentham—instilling in them not
only order and piety but a sense of purpose rooted in service, prayer, and education.

She was renowned for her good and holy life and stories of many healings and
miracles are associated with her. The most famous legend relates to the story of a
goose that St Werburgh restored to life. In the Middle Ages, the badge of a basket
of geese was adopted as proof of having taken a pilgrimage to the Shrine of St
Werburgh. After her death around 700 AD, her legacy only grew. Her relics,
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enshrined with reverence, became the center of pilgrimage and healing. In the city
of Chester—where her remains were eventually brought—her name lives on in the
very stones and streets. The mighty Chester Cathedral, once a church dedicated to
her, still echoes with her spirit.

St. Werburgh is more than a figure of the past. She is a beacon for every soul called
to live boldly in truth and compassion, to challenge the status quo with sacred
conviction, and to lead not with dominance, but with the strength of faith.

Werburgh the Wise. Werburgh the Courageous. Werburgh the Saint.
Her life invites us all to become builders of a more divine world—where grace leads,
and love reigns. Think. Seek. Believe. And never be afraid to ask the greatest
questions.

The Last Word - Lord, Seek us

Christina Rossetti was a poet and sister of the artist Dante Gabrielle Rossetti. She
is known for her Christmas poem ‘In the Bleak Midwinter’. In this poem, which has
also been set to music, she seeks God’s protection from earthly concerns.

O Lord, seek us, O Lord find us

In thy patient care;

By thy love before, behind us,
Round us everywhere;

Lest the god of this world blind us,
Lest he speak us fair,

Lest he forge a chain to bind us,
Lest he bait a snare.

Turn not from us, call to mind us,
Find, embrace us, bear;

Be thy love before, behind us,
Round us everywhere.

Christina Rossetti (1830-1894)

1 - Bible readings are referenced from the BibleGateway.com (ESV edition)
2 - Detail of Painting of the Pool of Bethesda by Robert Bateman 1877. (Public Domain image).

3 - Thank you to Robin Glaze for the photo of the Stained-Glass window from Eccleston Church of
St Anselm.

4 - Framework of Biography of St Werburgh generated by ChatGPT with prompts by editor.

5 - The Last Word taken from Collins’ Best loved prayers and Words of Wisdom.

Newsletter #102 - Please email Prayer Intentions and News Items suitable for
publication in the Parish News to Stephen Hutchinson at
admin@ecclestonandpulfordchurches.org
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