
 Parish of Eccleston & Pulford APCM Meeting 
 

                          
           

MAY 8, 2024 19.00 PULFORD VILLAGE HALL  

 

TYPE OF MEETING Vestry and APCM Meeting 

CHAIRMAN Rev Dr Stephen Torr 

SECRETARY Andrew Wilkinson 

ATTENDEES Approximately 30 people in total from both churches. 

APOLOGIES FOR 
ABSENCE 

Tom Walker, John Richards, Clive and Ann Short, Nayland Southorn 

ATTACHMENTS All Officer reports 

 
1. OPENING PRAYERS – Rector 
 

 2.                  VESTRY MEETING: ELECTION OF CHURCH WARDENS 

 
 

  DISCUSSION 
Sue Payne: P (proposed) Jeanette Howe S (seconded) Margaret Walker. 
Bridget Marsden; P – Maureen Richards, S - Jane Yeoward. 
Steve Hutchinson; P – Hilary Garrard, S – Terry Brightmore. 

 
 

                       ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING (APCM)  

 
   
3. Minutes of the previous meeting 23 May 2023  

 

DISCUSSION All those present last year agreed that these were a true record. P – Hilary Garrard, S – Ben John 

 
 

4. MATTERS ARISING 

 

DISCUSSION None that have not been dealt with during the ensuing 12 months. 

 
 

5. ELECTION OF PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL (PCC) - CHAIRMAN 

 

DISCUSSION 

Chair (ST) explained how the diocese now advises a rolling programme one, two and three year terms for 
members. Note: the three wardens are automatically included as members and all who on the deanery synod 
are ex-officio members i.e. Paul Williams as well as all clergy and lay workers licensed to the parish. The 
electoral roll size determines the parish is allowed 12 elected members. Already ‘contracted’ for the year 
2024-25 are: Ben John, Margaret Walker, Hilary Garrard, Nayland Southorn and Terry Brightmore. So 
currently there are 7 places vacant. At the meeting the following were elected members: 
Garth Jones to serve for 3 years; P – Hilary Garrard, S – Terry Brightmore  
Rachel Williams for 3 years; P – Jane Yeoward, S – Sue Payne 
Robert Hughes for one year; P – Hilary Garrard, S – Rachel Williams. 
This leaves 4 places vacant which can be filled at any meeting of the PCC during the current year prior to the 
next APCM. 



The complete list of PCC members for 2024-25 therefore comprises: 
▪ Rev Steve Torr 
▪ Jeanette Howe 
▪ Paul Williams 

1. Steve Hutchinson 
2. Sue Payne 
3. Bridget Marsden 
4. Garth Jones – 3 years term 
5. Rachel Williams – 3 years 
6. Nayland Southorn – 2 years 
7. Terry Brightmore – 2 years 
8. Hilary Garrard – 2 years 
9. Margaret Walker – 1 year 
10. Ben John – 1 year 
11. Rob Hughes – 1 year 

 
 

       
       6. RECTORS REPORT 

 

DISCUSSION  See attached report 

 
 
      7.  CHURCHWARDENS’ REPORTS – JOHN RICHARDS/Steve Hutchinson AND SUE PAYNE 
 

DISCUSSION 

ECCLESTON - see attached report 

PULFORD – see attached report 

 

 
 
        8. ELECTORAL ROLL & SECRETARYS REPORT – ANDREW WILKINSON 
 

DISCUSSION See attached report 

 
 

      9. TREASURERS REPORT AND ELECTION OF AUDITOR – Bridget Marsden 
 
 

DISCUSSION 

See attached report, which was gratefully received. 
The Treasurer is pleased to report that the accounts have been inspected by David Cooper of Barnes-Cooper 
Ltd and signed off. The Treasurer proposed that they be accepted as a true reflection of the PCC’s financial 
activity over the last year, and this was seconded by Hilary Garrard. All agreed.  

 
 

       10. DEANERY SYNOD REPORT – Paul Williams 
 
 

DISCUSSION See attached report 

 
 

    11.  SAFEGUARDING REPORT – Hilary Garrard 
 
 

DISCUSSION See attached report, which was gratefully received.  

 

      
 
 



 
 
12. MATTERS OF PAROCHIAL AND GENERAL CHURCH INTEREST: 
 

DISCUSSION 

1. TB – proposed a letter of sincere thanks be sent to retiring warden; John Richards who has been a 
distinct ‘eminence grise’ to Eccleston church and the PCC for a truly commendable large number of 
years. The meeting unanimously agreed and requested the secretary to arrange a suitable missive as 
soon as possible. 

2. JY – made a good case that the Pulford Grosvenor hotel benefits in the trade connected to a sizeable 
number of wedding services held at Pulford church. The meeting agreed that the treasurer could 
write to the manager requesting a modest contribution to the church running costs. 

3. AO – sought clarification on the proportion of wedding fees which are retained by the PCC. The 
treasurer explained that currently the couple being married are charged £567 of which £241 goes to 
the diocese and £326 to the parish. 

4. AW – proposed that a letter be sent acknowledging the excellent work Rob Hughes is undertaking to 
service home worship, re-establishing occasional Silent church worship and for providing numerous 
articles of faith for the e- Newsletter. All agreed and welcomed Rob back on to the PCC.  

 

 
13. The meeting closed with a prayer by the Rector. 
 
 
INITIAL 2024-25 PCC MEETING 
 
 A further short meeting of the new PCC was held to elect officers:  
Secretary – vacancy.  
Treasurer: Bridget Marsden. Proposed – Ben John, Seconded – Rachel Williams. All agreed.  
Lay Chair: Jeanette Howe (I can’t remember who proposed/seconded!)  
 
Rev Steve T proposed that there should be five meetings of the PCC in: July, September, November, January , and March 
before the next APCM in May 2025.  All agreed the date of the first meeting to be: Wednesday 24 th July, 7pm at Eccleston 
village hall. Andrew Wilkinson agreed to clerk the July meeting. 


