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Figure 1 The Duke of Westminster KG CB OBE CD TD DL

Foreword

Raufe Grosvenor married Joan of Eaton in the 1440s and
so started my ancestral connection with Poulton and
Pulford. These villages were at that time part of the
Eaton Estate, and continued to be until 1919.

In 1541, Henry VIII confirmed Richard Grosvenor in his

office of Seneschal (steward of the medieval Great
House) of OPul t B ocedtury, thenlsttDhke | at
of Westminster funded the building of a new church in

Pulford. This was designed by John Douglas, an architect
responsible for much of the Eaton Estate.

These are two snippets from family archives brimming
with documents, maps, charters and deeds, many of
which have been used to write this book.



Congratulations to the editing team and to Pulford and
Poulton Local History Group for their research. | am
delighted to see this book record the fascinating history
of the area and for capturing the wealth of local

knowledge over the centuries in such a n eatly illustrated
way.
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Introduction

Pulford and Poulton, neighbouring rural communities in

the south-west corner of Cheshire, lie on the border with

north-east Wales, some five miles to the south of the
Roman city of Chester, an International Heritage City.

The combined population of Pulford and Poulton is just
in excess of four hundred.

The Pulford & Poulton Local History Group was formed in
2000, as a millennium project, at the instigation of the
Pulford Village Hall Management Committee. The help
and support of Chester History & Heritage (CHH) enabled
the Group to start from a good foun dation. Its objectives
are to carry out research into the history of Pulford and
Poulton, to communicate discoveries to a wider audience
and promote talks and visits of local historical interest
for the educational and cultural benefit of the
community as a whole. From its inception, the Group has
endeavoured to build an archive of local historical
records, documents and photographs that has provided
the inspiration for the production of this book. Our
History Group is a member of the Cheshire Local History
Association and is a contribu
website.

Members of our Group formed the editorial team, each
contributing the results of their individual studies and
research. It i's from this bac
Poulton through the Agesd has
the book cannot be considered a compre hensive record

of our history, but more a collection of articles giving a

general and varied picture of our past, leading up to the
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present. Team members have shown their skill,
enthusiasm and sheer hard work in creating these
writings in just twelve months.

The Archaeological Dig at Poulton under the direction of
archaeologist, Mike Emery, has provided a valuable
source 4 Pulford & Poulton Through the Ages of
information into our early history and continues to
unearth new discoveries. This provides the introd uctory
chapter to this book, setting the scene for a variety of
writings on many different aspects of life in and around
Pulford and Poulton, including architectural history,
village enterprise, the life of the church and the
Burganey family.

The Grosvenor family, who owned much of Pulford &

Poulton into the early 20th century, have left a legacy of

many fine buildings throughout the area designed by John

Douglas. Architectural features of these buildings are
described and i lolhins tDroaitgd ch sién cthl

Pulford and Poulton, like so many communities across
Britain, not only made a significant sacrifice in the two
World Wars, but also witnessed military conflict from
Anglo-Saxon times, having a Motte & Bailey castle to help
defend Chester against the warrin g Welsh. This is
recounted in the chapter on Military History.

Cuckoods Nest has a fascinat.i
describes the hive of industrial activity there in its

heyday and how it has been transformed recently into a

tranquil residential area and select business park.
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An agricultural area, Pulford and Poulton have a long
history of milk and cheese production and have seen
significant changes over the past sixty years. This is
explained in the chapter on farming.

Margaret Fair, Chairman, Pulford & Poulton Local History
Group.

www.pplhg.org.uk



http://www.pplhg.org.uk/
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Poulton / Pulford from 7500 BC to 1650 AD
By Mike Emery

The prehistory of Poulton -Pulford (as for Cheshire in
general) has, until recently, been poorly understood. It
used to be assumed that Cheshire had virtually no
prehistory, that the clay soils were unsuitable for early
agriculture, and its large areas of m arsh and dense
woodland would have supported only a sparse
population. In recent years a reappraisal has taken place,
as increasing numbers of finds and a few sites have begun
to appear, not least in and around Poulton -Pulford.

Surface finds of all periods from the Upper Palaeolithic
onwards have been reported for many years, but very few
settlement or other sites have been identified. However,
recent archaeological, environmental and documentary
research is beginning to shed light on the earliest history
of the parish.

The first permanent settlers probably arrived around
11,000 BC, towards the end of the last Ice Age.

As the ice-cap began to retreat and melt, a wetland
landscape gradually began to emerge in the marshy river
valley of the Dee, providing an open landscape of
exposed tundra, a marshy surface overlying permafrost,
with stunted trees such as Dwarf Birch. Pin e and Juniper
would follow, later supplemented by Hazel and Elm.
Along with the hilltops and slopes of the Mid -Cheshire
Ridge, these locations offered the Mesolithic hunter -
gatherers (mobile bands) access to a great diversity of
plants and animals.
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During the earlier part of this period (c.8,000 to 6,000
BC) elk and aurochs were the dominant food animals, but
as their habitats decreased in size (as deciduous
woodland established itself) so wild pig replaced them.
Red and roe deer remained important throughout. In
addition, beaver, fox, marten, wildcat and bear were
hunted mainly for their fur, while water -fowl and fish
were hunted for food.

The Poulton-Pulford area would have been a particularly
rich area, given that it overlooked a great expanse of
water (which would later give its name to both
townships---t he 60t und or settl ement b
the O6fordd or crossing over the

Bows and arrows were important technological
innovations of this period. Barbs and tips made from
microliths have been found in the parish, from sites

overlooking the Old Pulford Brook. For fishing, a variety

of barbs and harpoons were made from bone and antler.
A simple log boat would have been used in the marshy
environs of the parish.

The later Mesolithic (c.6,000 to 4,500 BC) was a period of
increasing rainfall in the area. Rising sea levels also led
to higher flood -plain levels along the Dee. At this time
the transitional forest types of pine, birch, hazel and elm
gave way to the mixed oak forest characteristic of the
Neolithic (c.4,500 to 2,300 BC).

The new evidence from Pulford -Poulton is adding to the
picture of later Mesolithic settlement in the region.
Collections of similar material have been found at
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Aldford, Carden and the Bache Pool. These sites, along
with Poulton, are rare examples of lowland activity in the
Mesolithic, demonstrating the use of the site during early
prehistory. Poulton -Pulford was probably a base-camp
from which small communities e xploited the surrounding
landscape on a seasonal basis. Although the flint
collection from the Poulton -Pulford area is relatively
small it does provide the starting point for near -
continuous activity and occupation over thousands of
years.

The first farming and gradual settlement within the area
probably occurred sometime between 4,900 to 4,500 BC.
However, the changes that the first farmers brought to
the landscape did not happen overnight. The late -
Mesolithic population began to create sm all woodland
clearances within which they planted cereals, but
hunting and gathering would still have accounted for a
significant proportion of
This is borne out by the discovery, during archaeological
excavations at Poulton, o f several crude plough marks cut
into the dense boulder clay that underlay an early
Neolithic structure.

Settlement and Monument sites, in Cheshire, are few and
far between. Those that have been firmly identified are
generally confined to the eastern edge of the county. In
the west, apart from Poulton, only one potential site at
Churton has been located (thou gh not excavated) through
aerial photography.

In general, evidence for Neolithic activity has been
confined to scatters of flint tools. Cheshire does not
have a readily available source of flint. Instead, early

t

he
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communities exploited the pebbles of lower quality
chert (a quartz -based stone resembling flint), found in
the local boulder clay and river gravels.

Figur -Flint fro Poulnulfrd (photo: Ailmsurst)

A stone axe was found near to Brookside Farm (Pulford)
but, until recently few other artefacts have been found
in the area.

One of the most important questions relating to the
areads prehistory, and for
Neolithic and later Bronze Age (see below) monuments
are so conspicuous by their absence? Is it due to the
population being small and scattered? Or could there
have been many more monuments, long since destroyed
by later ploughing and changing land-use? Does the
answer lie in alternative materials being used in an area

Che
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devoid of suitable stone, materials of a non -durable
nature (e.g. wood and leather)? Much of Cheshire,
including the Poulton -Pulford area, was probably
forested at this time. So, perhaps, Timber Circles and
other structures were the dominant form of monume nt.
Such monuments would only show up, in the
archaeological record, as post-holes.

The conundrum of the Neolithic is equally applicable to
the Bronze Age (c.2,300 to 700 BC). Once again, very
little is known about the location of Bronze Age
monuments and settlements throughout the region.
Those that are known are located towards the east ern
borders of the county. And yet, Cheshire lies between
two of the greatest concentrations of Bronze Age
monuments in Britain, namely the Lake District and North
Wales.

Poulton-Pulford lies in the south -western corner of
Cheshire on the border with north -east Wales, an area
where there is a vast array of known sites covering
habitation, farming and burial, many of which have been
excavated. Arguably, the most important si te lies at
Brenig (Denbighshire), barely 30 miles west of Poulton -
Pulford. The dense concentration of Bronze Age activity
in the Brenig area includes cemetery sites and ring -
ditches; recent structures unearthed at Poulton bear
more than a passing resemblance to several of the Brenig
structures.

Research and excavation at Poulton has begun to shed
much new and significant light on the Neolithic and
Bronze Age in West Cheshire. The discovery of
monuments and ring-ditches at Poulton will have a far
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wider implication for future research, not only in
Cheshire but the north -west in general.

The first major structure on the site was a series of large
timber (birch) post -holes 12 in number, forming a roughly
circular pattern. These surrounded a much larger oak
post placed in the centre of the birch circle. No
discernible entrance -ways were recorded.

Figure3-'Woodhe-0gdedi st :

.hShane O6Call agh

Very few finds were recovered from this structure, but

its form suggests a late Neolithic date (c.3,000 BC). The
monument was badly damaged, so interpretation as to its

function is problematical. It may have served as a central

meeting place for the various local communities coming

together at certain times of the year for particular

rituals, perhaps associated with burials and/o r the
exchange of goods. Equally, it may have been a small
wooden Ohenged. The evidence f
Bronze Age, however, is much clearer.
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The original Neolithic Timber Circle was pulled down and
a new, slightly smaller, structure was erected on the
same site ¢.2,000 BC. This consisted of an incomplete
circle of eighteen silver -birch posts delineating an area
15m in diameter.

v

Figure4-BronzeAgeR|n@tch/ e met er y ( Arti st: Sha

The circle was interrupted by two entrance -ways, one to
the north -west, the other to the south -east, each of
which was marked by two external flanking posts. The
complete structure was surrounded by a bank and ditch.

Within the enclosure were four small pits containing
charcoal, hand-made pottery and quantities of cremated
human bone. The pits were, in turn, enclosed by a wide
ring of large, predominantly blue, river cobbles.



Figure5 - The Bronze Age Timber Circle ¢.15800 BC. (Artist: Shane
O6Call aghan)

The complexity of such a structure suggests a highly
formalised intent, concerned with both burial and ritual.
Either side of the south -east entrance, excavation of the
timber posts revealed a small concentration of finds.
Here, the bases of the posts contained deliberately
deposited fragments of cremated human bone, charcoal
and pottery. The erection of each post was obviously a
deliberate ritual act. It is tempting to argue that these
posts represent the ancestors and symbolise the
transition from life to  death.
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Figure 6 - Reconstruction (in situ) of the Timber Circle (photo: A.Wilmshurst)

However, the greatest concentration of finds, overall,
were found within the ring -ditch itself, either side of the
south-east entrance (other sections of the ditch were
completely barren, as was the north -west entrance).

Several deposits had been carefully deposited at the base
of the ditch. These consisted of the cremated bones of a
child, pottery, charcoal and ash, burnt stones and animal
bone (mainly pig). The latter probably relates to funereal
feasting, prior to inter nment of the human bone
fragments. Also, several red deer antler tines were
recovered; they had been deliberately sawn.

One turned out to be a smooth antler tine with a
delicately bored hole. This probably hung around the
neck as an ornament. Did it belong to the child? Several
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horse skull fragments were placed within these deposits.
All the finds were carefully sealed by a layer of burnt
cobbles.

Figure 7- Antler Pick, Pendant and Pottery Fragments. (photo: A.Wilmshurst)

The deposits represent a final abandonment of the site
around 900 BC, demonstrating that it had been carefully,
and religiously, maintained for over 1,000 years. All the
evidence retrieved from the structures and the artefacts
point towards some complex fo rm of funerary rite.
Immediately to the south and east of this monument lie
at least three more ring -ditches. Each appears to differ
in form from the first. Two of these are currently
undergoing excavation.
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Finally, all the monuments were surrounded by a large
enclosure ditch, some 100m in diameter.

This enclosure ditch may well represent the boundary of
a sacred zone within which Bronze Age people acted out
the rituals which symbolised the transition from life to
death. These rituals probably originated even further
back in time during the Neolithic period.

P

Figure 8 - The Poulton Plaque. Photo: A. Wilmshurst

The most intriguing of prehistoric artefacts was retrieved
from the site of the second ring -ditch. This was a sub-
rectangular fragment of limestone with curiously incised
lines (cross-hatching) on each of its faces. Engraved
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plaques have been recovered, but are extremely rare.
They range in date from the Late Neolithic (c.3,000 BC)
to the Early Bronze Age (c. 2,000 BC).

The etched design is found on rock or boulder art, but

the only two comparable artefact examples were found

barely 1Km from Stonehenge. Sculpted out of the local
chalk they are similar in size and their etched lines are

uncannily alike to the Poulton Plaque. The Stonehenge
plaques were similarly deliberately buried.

The function and significance of such plaques is
unknown. The Poulton Plaque is equally puzzling. Is it
connected to some form of abstract ceremonial or
funerary activity? Owing to the rarity of any Late
Neolithic -Bronze Age activity in south -west Cheshire (and
Cheshire generally), there is no regional parallel.
However, flints from the Stonehenge area (Salisbury
Plain) have been found at Poulton suggesting that a link
existed between the two sites, way back in the distant
past. Travel to and from the area would have made use
of ancient trackways on the high ground and simple log -
boats on the marshy lowland.

Poulton is undoubtedly the centre of a major prehistoric

ritual landscape, smaller in size to the more famous sites

around Stonehenge and Brenig, but equally important in

terms of its significance to the ancestral communities of
Poulton-Pulford. Furthermor e, a handful of Late
Neolithic flints were found in the garden of the Old
Rectory, Pul f ord, during the O6Ti me
(2004). More recently, the Poulton Research Project has
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identified another potential burial ground in Lavister,
barely 0.5Km from Pulford parish boundary.

This suggests that many more such sites once existed
within the Poulton -Pulford area.

Figure 9 - The Poulton Roundhouse (photo:\Wilmshurst).

The Roman Period

The Roman period (AD ¢.60-400) is relatively well known

at the military establishment
the civilian settlement which was associated with it. This
contrasts starkly with the almost total lack of knowledge

about the countryside. A fe w rural settlements and
Romanised country houses (villas) have been identified,

but there must have been many more farms and industrial
communities servicing the military and urban
populations, than have so far been identified. The land

around Chester, which must have formed the prata
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|l egionis (6meadows of the | egi:
the military for its agricultural and natural resources, is

of particular significance, and Poulton -Pulford was
undoubtedly occupied throughout the Roman period.

Information about Roman rural settlement is, at best,
scanty. The number of villa sites in the surrounding
countryside is remarkably small; the only recognised sites
being Eaton-by-Tarporley, Tattenhall and Crewe -by-
Farndon.

Figure 10 - Roof Tile fragment from Poulton, with stamp mark of the XX Legion.
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The presence of considerable quantities of roof -tiles at
Poulton, along with window glass, brooches, fine pottery,
coins and other artefacts suggests that a major building
is lurking on Chapel House Farm, possibly a Roman villa,
temple or villa/temple.

Figure11- Roman Brooes and Cosmetic Items ounat Poltn. (photo: A.
Wilmshurst)

In 2004, several gardens were investigated in both

Pul ford and Poulton, as part of
Big Roman Digd. I n the garden o
several Roman potsherds were found. These were made

at nearby Hol t , t hand YofteryLegi o

manufacturing base. This mirrored an earlier collection
of similar Roman pottery unearthed prior to the
development of Castle Hill Road, Pulford. These finds
from the two villages suggests that the area was more
densely occupied than previously thought. The link



25

between the two is a minor Roman road that runs from
the River Dee, on the western edge of Poulton, through
the woods that lie parallel to the Pulford Approach, and
which then emerges in the vicinity of the junction of Old
Lane and Old Wrexham Road. Anothe possible Roman
trackway has been identified, just north of Lyndale Farm.
These minor roads may well have a prehistoric origin,
linking native farmsteads.

A recent discovery at the Poulton excavations suggests
that another Roman building existed in the landscape.
Built of timber, its location is potentially of great
significance. It not only underlies a later Medieval Chapel
(see page 36), but is on exactly the same alignment. It is
just possible that this timber building is an early Christian
structure dating to the Late/sub -Roman period. Is this
the reason why a small medieval chapel and graveyard
was established in such an outlandish spot?

In July 2010, a potentially major discovery, and unique
to rural Cheshire, was unearthed by the archaeological
team working at Poulton. Thousands of Roman pottery
sherds had already been recovered from the site and
their source of origin, for the most part, identified.
However, although there are known production centres
at urban/industrial settlements, such as Holt in north
Wales, Chester, Northwich, Middlewich and Wilderspool
in Cheshire, there are certain ceramic wares for which
there is no known provenance. It has long been known
that there must be other kiln sites within a radius of 5 to
20 miles of the legionary fortress at Chester. The
discovery and location of kiln sites can add greatly to our
knowledge of trade, technical advances and exploration
of local and regional resources throughout the Roman
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period. Furthermore, they can help to resolve the
problem as to who were responsible for the construction
of the kilns and the production of the ceramics.

The recent unefaurt hitngr ed &Kki Pou
as Owasters and spacersd along
of carbonised wood, ash and burnt stone, strongly

suggests that a Roman kiln(s) produced pottery on the

site. The ongoing excavations of th e kiln site at Poulton

offer an exciting and hitherto unexpected opportunity to

further our understanding of rural and industrial

settlement sites in Cheshire. It also emphasises the
potentially increasing importance of the parish

throughout the Roman per iod.

PostRoman and early Saxon settlement in the area is
little understood: to a large extent this is because little
durable material culture was produced at the time,
which has meant that few finds have been made, even in
large-scale excavations, such as at Poulton. However, at
the end of the Saxon period, Domesday Book gives us a
snapshot of settlement patterns prior to, and during, the
Norman Conquest. Both Pulford and Poulton are
mentioned in the Domesday survey, a detailed record of
land ownership designed to give a clear picture of the
resources available to the feudal overlord of the estate
and, ultimately, the king. Essentially, a means by which
tax assessments could be made based on the number of
fields under cultivation and how many animals and
people inhabited the area.

In 1086, the Poulton population probably numbered
somewhere between forty & fifty individuals, or ten to
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twelve households. Pulford was much smaller, the land
supporting one or two households.

The manors were owned by an Earl Eadwine. Unusually,
for a pre -Conquest landowner, he continued as an under -
tenant of Robert Fitz Hugo on most of his holdings around
Malpas. This probably means that he did not take part in
the rebellion against William 1 i n 1069, which led to
severe reprisals by the Normans on the people and land
of Cheshire. Little is known about Eadwine. However,
despite his English name, he appears to have been a
Welshman, and is known in other sources as Eadwine of
Tegeingli.

Eadwi neds hol d on t he manor
however, continue after the Norman Conquest. Instead it

is listed as being held by a Richard Pincerna, who also

held a second estate at near by
village possibly located between Poulto n and Eaton). It

was his son or grandson, Robert who donated a part of

the manor of Poulton to William, Abbot of Combermere,

to found an Abbey here.

So, how and why was an abbey established in Poulton?
The Norman Conquest occurred during a time of great
ecclesiastical reform, when old religious houses were
being reorganised along stricter lines. A renewed interest
in endowing monastic institutions led to a flurry of new
foundations, especially on rural sites, contrasting with
the Saxon preference for foundations in towns or around
which towns had grown. The Cistercian order was
especially interested in taking deserted sites, which they
could mould to t heir own tastes; some communities
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copied the layouts of their mother house and took the
opportunity to expand when they later prospered.

Cistercian houses were the most numerous in Cheshire:
there were four, at Combermere, Poulton, Stanlow and
Vale Royal. Combermere was the earliest, dating from
1133, when it was founded as a Savignac house. Following
the joining of the order with the Ciste rcians in 1147,
thereafter it became Cistercian itself.

Figure 12 - Map of Medieval Religious Houses in Cheshire (after CW /8efvice)

The specific foundation date of Poulton Abbey is subject
to debate; it was certainly founded sometime between
1147 and 1153, as a daughter house of Combermere(see
above map).

The foundation charter of the Abbey of Poulton has
survived, as part of the collection of documents
preserved by its successor, Dieulacres Abbey, near Leek
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in Staffordshire (British Library MS Cotton Nero Il f.215).
The abbey was founded during a period of great national
instability, largely a consequence of the devastating civil
war between King Stephen and Matilda.

Ranulph Il, Earl of Chester and grandfather of Ranulph de
Blundeville, had been taking an active part in the civil
wars being waged by the two rival claimants to the
English throne. The Earl had married Maud, a niece of
Matilda, and on account of this rela tionship, and a
personal grudge against Stephen, he took the side of the
Empress in the wars. In 1141, he had captured Stephen
at Lincoln.

On 29" August 1146, it was the turn of Earl Ranulph Il to

be captured by King Stephen at Northampton. The Welsh

took i mmedi ate advantage of t he
ravage and lay waste the hinterland of Chester. Robert
Pincerna was her ed tler,aspypnsifieb ot e | |
for the Earl of Chesterd6s house
he granted a half-manor of Poulton to the Cistercian

monks of Combermere, to found an abbey and pray for

the health and safety of the Earl, grandfather of Ranulph

de Blundeville. To this end a group of monks left
Combermere to establish the Abbey of Poulton in ¢.1153,

under it first abbot, Ralph.

Poulton was founded in the heyday of Cistercian
colonisation in England. It is interesting to observe that a

great many religious foundations were made during the

immense upheaval created by civil war. The great lords,

such as the Earl of Chester, endowed monasteries as

almost a kind of atonement for the atrocities that they

committed during a particularly violent and bloody

conflict.
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The Cistercians were the great reforming monks of the
twelfth century. The order took its name from the first
foundation established in 1098 at Citeaux (south of Dijon,
France), in an area of dense forest and marshy bog-land,
the favoured locations of many succeeding foundations.
The monks adhered to the strict ideals of St Benedict, in
contrast to what they saw as the laxity rampant in the
black-robed Benedictine and Cluniac orders.

They preferred to found their houses in desolate places
and to reflect the austerity and poverty of the order,
both in the lives of the monks and in their buildings. The
houses were intended to be self -sufficient and, unlike
other orders, they refused to a ccept tithes. They were
also exempted, by Papal edict, from paying tithes in
parishes in which they pastured sheep, a source of later
fricion in neighbouring Pulford and Dodleston.
Furthermore, any contact with lay peasant agriculture
was expressly forbidden (it is not surprising that there are
numerous records of violent incidents between monks
and local villagers, some of which ended in murder).

Despite their austere ideals, the Cistercians quickly
became wealthy, especially through their acquisition and
development of land. Their holdings became profitable
through their skill at transforming the landscape; their
activities included reclaiming mar shlands and heaths (the
Pulford Brook, that flows through both Pulford and
Poulton, was created by the Poulton monks to bring
marshy areas of the River Dee floodplain into cultivation
and pasture).
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The Cistercians were predominantly sheep farmers and

had a huge impact on the rural landscape. It is worth

noting that the ransom of Richard | was paid in wool,

which represented a whole year:
abbeys. Their farms were based on the m onastic grange,

a system initiated by the order. These were worked by

the o6conversi 0, hired | abourer
within the monastic community. The Cistercians

enhanced the status of agricultural work for monks, but

the tasks of clearing forests, draining marshes and
overseeing flocks and crops in wild and desolate places

were beyond the powers of unaided choir monks; the
Cistercians, by recruiting cottars and small freeholders as

lay brethren, opened up the religious life to peasant

classes previously excluded from it, thereby creating a

highly productive labour force. Many, if not all, would

have been recruited from Pulford, Poulton, Dodleston

and Churton.

Properties acquired through donations, endowments or
other means required skilled management; this factor,
plus the need to institutionalise the figure of the lay -
brother, led to the grange system. Granges were a
characteristic feature of the Cistercian ec onomy,
organised mainly as independent farms to control the
monastic lands and be responsible for their agriculture.
In cases such as Poulton, where the Abbey itself was later
removed to Dieulacres, the surrounding monastic
properties were retained and con tinued to be worked by
the existing granges, albeit under the control of the new
abbey. Poulton, however, remained the centre of
Di eul acresd agriculture wealth
new granges at Dodleston and Churton (possibly
Kinnerton).



32

The grange itself would have resembled a small village
with large storage barns, a smithy, a small chapel,
stables, a brew-house, fish-processing sheds and usually
a guest house.

Some of our finest ruined abbeys were built by the order -
--like Fountains and Rievaulx in Yorkshire, and Valle
Crucis at nearby Llangollen. But there were once many
more Cistercian houses than the few we can see today.
Most of the original sites are now cl ose to invisible, the
monastic walls either incorporated into later buildings or
guarried away until nothing survives above ground. In
some cases, as at Poulton, even the locations of former
structures have been lost. However, Poulton is unusually
well-documented in Charters and Endowment records.
Some of the documents are currently in the Staffordshire
Record Office, but many are still retained in the Eaton
Archive collection, accessible through the Cheshire
Record Office (Chester).

Robert Pincernads charter
receive one half of the estate in Poulton which he held
of his master, the Earl of Chester. Later, his son (or
grandson) granted them the other half of the estate. The
rights of protection and custod y, which would normally
have been retained in the Pincerna family, were now
assumed 6de factod by the

Hugh Cyveliok, the fifth of the Norman Earls of Chester,
made several gifts of his own, including lands and
pastures to the north of the adjacent manor of Dodleston
(Gorstella). When Earl Hugh died in 1181 he was

stat

Ear |

succeeded by his somvlle.Rauphl ph

confirmed his fatherdos donat.

C
<

or
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He also granted them fishing rights in the River Dee at
Chester. The Earl and other prominent landowners
continued to endow Poulton Abbey with grants of land
locally; these included lands in Pulford, Dodleston,
Balderton, Gorstella, Aldford and Churton. Su ch grants
further emphasised the monksd
their influence on the landscape and their creation of a
large local land -block that was predominantly Cistercian.
In all, it is estimated that by the end of the 14 ™ century,
the monks possessed some 3,000 acres, two-thirds of
which were pastoral and predominantly given over to
sheep farming.

Other grants included houses and gardens in Chester,

several of which were located in Pepper Street. In

addition they had salt -pits in Middlewich. Further
endowments of land were made in Christleton, Harthill,

Byley and Eaton-by-Tarporley. Such widespread
endowments demonstrate that the Poulton monastic

estate was a power within Cheshire for some 300 years,

and that Poulton was the Ciste
the county.

The wealth and impact of the Poulton monastic estate
can be assessed by the records of the the Mize, a tax
collected when Edward, the son of Henry VI, was created
Earl of Chester in 1454. Poulton was assessed at £1.7s 6d,
a high figure which can be contras ted with the 12s 10d
for Pulford and compared with the rich medieval market
town of Malpas assessed at £1 12s 0d. In essence, Poulton
was rated third behind Malpas and Chester.

Poulton, as an abbey, was unusual in being very short-
lived. Medieval documents show that it lasted only until



34

about 1220, when the monastery relocated to Dieulacres
(Staffordshire). Poulton was then converted into a
grange.

The 6Chronicle of Di eul acres?d
Poulton had been exposed to the recurring danger of

Welsh raiding. That Earl Ranulph de Blundeville, aware

of their precarious existence, decided to relocate them

to a site at Dieulacres, near Leek in Staffordshire.

However, the Chronicle also offers an alternative reason

for the move. The story goes tF
his first wife, Constance of Brittany, and his subsequent

marriage to Clementia de Fougeres, underpinned his real

motive for t ranslating the monks from Poulton to
Dieulacres. That one night he had a dream in which he

saw the ghost of his father, Earl Ranulph Il, in whose

name the abbey of Poulton had been founded. The Earl

was instructed by his grandfather to establish a new

abbey in the vicinity of Leek, at a place where there had

once been a chapel dedicated to the Blessed Virgin Mary,

the patron saint of the Cistercian order. The monks of

Poulton were to abandon their old abbey and move to the

new site. In the dream it was also prophesied that the

Pope would place England under Interdict (national
excommunication under which all churches would be

closed, none could receive the sacraments and thereby

all would be living in a state of sin and mortal fear for

their souls). Furtherm ore, that he should go to Poulton

Abbey where the monks would hold mass and give him

the sacraments, therefore saving him from potential

damnation. On awakening from his dream, he told his

wife who is said to have decl
Ranulph declared that the new foundation would be
called Dieulacres (Godds acres/
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When Pope Innocent Il duly placed England under

Interdict in 1208, the Cistercian monks of Poulton,
notoriously independent, openl)
and allowed the Earl to attend their services and receive

the sacraments. In 1220, the last record ed Abbot of

Poulton, Richard, led a body of monks to found a new

abbey at Dieulacres.

Poulton itself was reduced to the status of a Grange.

However, it was still run and overseen by a small number

of monks who also maintained and fulfilled religious

services at the Chapel of Poulton. It remained the focus
ofthenew abbeyds continued agrict
this part of Cheshire.

Figure 13 - Poulton Chapel overlooking the Old Pulford Brook (Artist: Jane Braine)
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Medieval Chapel at Poulton

Little is known of the history of the Chapel at Poulton.
Abbot Richard left Poulton with his monks in ¢.1220 and
the Chapel was first mentioned in a charter of 1250. At
first glance this would suggest a continuity between the
two establishments. It was on ce thought that the chapel
was founded by the monks to serve the local community
after the main monastic community had relocated to
Staffordshire. However, recent archaeological work has
revealed that the earliest origins of the Chapel predate
the foundati on of Poulton Abbey; that it has a pre -
Conquest (late Anglo-Saxon) origin, possibly as early as
the 10206s AD.

Rural chapels were important in medieval Cheshire since
few townships were wealthy enough to maintain their
own church. The Chapel at Poulton has, to date, yielded
487 burials, some of which pre -date the earliest phase of
construction of the Chapel. This p roves that the site was
used as a graveyard before any building work on the
Chapel commenced. The fact that it is situated in a
relatively isolated position probably reflects local folk -
consciousness and memory of the site being an ancestral
home of the de ad dating back to prehistoric times.

The Chapel underwent several phases of construction.
Initially, it was a simple single cell structure built of red
sandstone with a rammed clay floor. In time (13 "-14®
century), the floor was replaced by a mixture of
decorated, and undecorated, glazed floor -tiles.
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Figure 14 - 1th/15th ctury floor tiles from Pun Chal
Little is known as to its early history, though the Assize
records of Chester occasionally shed light on the odd

event. On 14" September 1400, one leuan Gogh was

indicted for |ying in wait nea
the murderous intent to cause bodily harm on a Thomas

Quythod.

Other documents reveal frequent disputes between the
O6men of Eatond and the O6men o
Ni col as of Poul t on, 6fell

Di eul acresd was bound over in
conduct towards the servants of John de Eato n. Such a

large sum indicates the gravity of the offence(s) and

bears witness to the increasing friction between the two

townships. For a man of God, Nicolas of Poulton was a
decidedly unsavoury character!
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Sometime in the 15" century the monks of Dieulacres

leased out Poulton and its farms to a local Cheshire

family, the Manleys. The earliest extant record dates to

1493, when John Manley leases land and buildings from

the Abbot of Dieulacres. This lease is confirmed in 1504

by his son, Sir Nicholas Manley. However, the Abbot did

not completely sever all ties between Dieulacres and its

mother site at Poulton, for the lease included a proviso

t hat 6. ..the said Ni chol as M
entertain the said Abbot and twelve mounted
companions twice a year for six days, and also that he

will entertain the cellarer and other servants of the

house (Dieulacres) when they shall pass towards
Poultond. (Eaton Charters: Heni

For their part the Manleys were excused having to
provide wine, fresh salmon and oysters on these
occasions!

It was either Sir Nicholas or his father John who was
responsible for the major reconstruction of the Chapel.
The original single cell building was augmented by the
addition of an eastern chancel and a tower to the west.
Blue and white tiles were imported from Spain to
decorate the floor of the chancel. In essence, the
Manleys created a private family chapel.

In 1506 Sir Nicholas leased lands in Poulton to his brother

William. It was this brother and his sons who founded

Lache Hall. Sir Nicholas died in 1520, but not before

| eaving his last wildl and test
whole of body and perfect of m ind, intending to avoid

discord after my death, make my will. My body to be

buried in the chapel of Pulton in the chancel there. After
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my death and my wifeds, a pries
for my soul...Residue of the issues to be spent on the

Chapell of Pulton...Henry Manley, my son, to have my

farme and holding, held of the Abbot of
Dieulacres...provided that he dwells in the hall of Pulton

wherin I now do dwell, and do not sell without the advice

of my executorsdéd. (Earwaker MS.

In 1997, a burial was discovered within the chancel that
has been tentatively identified as that of Sir Nicholas.

Figure 15 - Poulton Chapel Foundations and Manley Burial in the Chancel
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It was placed in a central position facing the altar and,
unlike most of the burials excavated within and outside
the chapel, was complete and undisturbed. He was 6 feet
tall and lived to 70 years of age. Medical analysis of his
bones shows that he once broke a leg which had healed
very well . It proves that he must have had access to the
best medical treatment available. Dr Charlotte Roberts,
of Bradford University, an expert in biological
ant hropol ogy, stated that
today would be quite happy at the way it has healed 0 .
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Figurel6-Closeup of buri al within the Chancel
BBC2).
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A medical artist, Richard Neave, of Manchester
University, is an acclaimed expert in facial
reconstruction of skull s. He d
was obviously European and was quite a goodlooking

mand (bel ow).

Today, the Poulton Archaeological Research Project has

a cl ose partnership wi t h Joh
Liverpool, which has a specialist forensic science
department. Students and staff are actively engaged in
researching the medical histories of the buri als from the

Chapel. They are engaged in DNA analysis, dietary habits,
pathology and facial reconstructions of the medieval
population of Poulton and Pulford. In time the early
inhabitants of the parish will be brought to life, to give a
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visual realisation as to what they looked like, how they
lived and worked, what they ate, what medical
conditions they suffered from and how they died.

The Abbey of Dieulacres was dissolved on 28" August
1543. The manor and Chapel of Poulton were
subsequently granted to Sir George Cotton and his wife
Mary. The Cottons sold part of the manor to Thomas
Grosvenor. The Manleys continued to reside at Poulton
Hall but finally sold their entire estate at  Poulton to
Richard Grosvenor, in the reign of Elizabeth 1 (1558 -
1603).

The family had been in financial difficulties for some

time, not least through the unscrupulous actions of a

certain Henry Brereton. A petition of John Manley (1558)

claimed that his family had been deprived of rights to his

fat her ds | e as e utonGdange,byomeansdf y, Pc
a forged will. (Cheshire C.R.O. DDX 18/16)

The Manleys were also caught up in the religious turmoil

of the sixteenth century; they were condemned as
recusants in Elizabeth |1 8s reidc¢g
Catholic priests. The Visitation of 1592 found that an

illegal nocturnal marriage without b anns had taken place

in the Chapel (Beck 1969, 91).

The last Manley, John, died in 1598 and the entire estate

passed into the hands of Richard Grosvenor.

Little i s known as to the Ch
seventeenth century, direct documentary evidence being
scarce.
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The last major historical event associated with Poulton

Hall and the Chapel was the English Civil War. The central

role of Chester is familiar, with its royalist garrison

enduring a protracted siege until its capitulation on 3

February 1646. The preceding 3 years saw the billeting of
Parliamentary troops in the surrounding villages,

including Pulford, Poulton, Farndon, Doddleston and
Eccleston. Two letters of the Parliamentary commander,

Sir William Brereton, dated to within a month of the

surrender, refer to the need for strict guard at Poulton

Green and O0Othe waterside at Po
soldiers were smuggling provisions into Chester from Holt

Ot hrough Poul t on and al ong t
Sometimes they go through the fields betwixt Poulton

Green and Pulford and so to the Gorstella behind

Dodl est ond.

The Chapel, with its commanding site and its tower was
an ideal lookout post, and its masonry structure would
probably have been both defensible and habitable.

Sir Peter Leycester described
decayd when he visited Poulton

By 1718 the Chapel is recorded as having been completely
demolished and t h a't 6nothing at al | i
(Bishop Gastrell).

The Grosvenors continued to hold the manor and all the
land in the township of Poulton until early in the
twentieth century, when a large part of their estate was
sold off. The estate, which included the site of the
Chapel, was ultimately acquired by the F air family and
continues in their ownership. It was the discovery of a
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glazed ceramic floor -tile, on the Chapel site, by Gerry
Fair in the 1960s that first hinted at the complex history
of Poulton. One small tile that has led to the gradual
understanding of some 9,500 years of

the parishoés history.

Figurel7-The 06Gerry FaiWilmshurst).ed (phot o:

Footnote:

The Poulton Archaeological Dig (Poulton Research
Project) is independent of the Pulford & Poulton Local
History Group and is under the direction of

archaeol ogist, Mike Emery, and

Trustees.
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The Eaton Hall Light Railway
By Kate Fairhurst

Figure 18 - Postcard circal907 Courtesy Audrey Gibso

In 1894 the Hon. Cecil Parker, agent to Hugh Lupus, the
first Duke of Westminster commissioned Sir Arthur
Heywood to design and build a fifteen -inch gauge railway
connecting Eaton Hall to the Great Western Railway
sidings at Balderton. At this time, all household supplies
and the many tons of coal needed to heat and light Eaton
Hall were carried by carters using horse -drawn vehicles.
The railway, which would provide a more effective
system of transport, would also have special carriages to
bring guests to and from Eaton for the many social events
there. In addition, it would have a br anch line running
parallel to the Wrexham Road at Belgrave to the
brickwor ks and yard at Cuckoo
allowed for five thousand tons per year to be carried:
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mainly of coal, timber, road metal and bricks. The total
cost was just less than six thousand pounds.

The line was built to last, and the steel rails were carried

on cast iron sleepers. When work began on the laying of

the track in August 1895, Sir Arthur Heywood himself

worked for the first fortnight with a beater, rammer and

crowbar thus demonstrating t o some of his sixteen staff

the method of line construction. By Christmas the first

three -mile section to Eaton Hall had been completed and

the rest of the line was finished by May 1896. The total

length of the line was four and a half miles. Ithadto be

as unobtrusive as possible and so ran unfenced through

the fields, across the Wrexham Road and alongside the

main drive to Eaton Hall where it terminated. Heywood
described its appearance as 0t
wal ko. Deep ditc haossedbetween dug \
fields to prevent cattle from straying and girder bridges

were built over these to carry the track.

After the line entered Eaton Hall grounds a branch line
forked south to pass an engine shed at Belgrave, which is
on the site of the present Grosvenor Garden Centre. It
continued over the fields, crossing Straight Mile and on
to the estate yard and brickwo
was the duty of all employees on the Eaton Estate to
ensure that the line was k ept clear of any obstacles. The
yardmen were responsible for keeping the points in good
working order at all times, oiled at least once a week and
free from ice in the winter. The smooth running of the
operation was the responsibility of the superintendent of
the line, a Mr Forster.
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Figure 21 - Shelagh at the estate yard circa 1910, courtesy of the Grosvenor Famil
Archive
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Three steam locomotives were used, the first being Katie
(pictured above), named after
wife. A replica of O6Katied can
days when the gardens are open to the public.

The second locomotive was called Shelagh, the popular
name of the second Dukeds wife
Ursula, named after one of his daughters. Other rolling

stock included thirty wagons for carrying coal, bricks and

road metal, a sixteen -seater bogie passenger car, a

parcel van and a brake van. These travelled at an average

speed of ten to twelve miles per hour.

Driver Harry Wilde kept a log of the notable passengers

and visitors who were brought to Eaton Hall on the train.

He noted that in 1905 Winston Churchill travelled in the

passenger carriage as did Edward VII later that year, no

doubt to attend one of the many shooting parties that

were held there. Other well-known personalities were

Baron Rothschild and the King of Spain. 3George Ridley,

who much later became Chief Agent of all the Eaton
Estates, describes how in 192E¢
transportedby t he Dukeds private trair
of the hall where the beaters (estate workers dressed in

leather- belted white smocks, brown leggings and
scarl et hats for visibility), v
Woodad. No doubt the gamed t hey
back to Balderton sidings in the Eaton railway parcel van

and then on to London.
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AP R e N RSN s G
ine entering the works yard from the brickworks in the early 19
Courtesy Plateway Press collection

Figure 23- Pulford WI enjoys an outing dhe train circa 1930.
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The Heywood steam engines were found to have an

inherent design fault in their fireboxes and after Sir
Arthuros death in 1916, it beca
spares for repairs. After the First World War a petrol

locomotive was acquired and the steam engines were

only used for special occasions.

I n 1942 it was decided to di s m:
perhaps as a result of the wartime drive for scrap metal.

The line to Eaton Hall continued to be used to transport

coal and timber to the hall and to the wood yard at
Belgrave, but by 1944 the secti on t o Cuckoods
no longer in use. The line was discontinued in 1947. At

this time Eaton Hall was leased to The War Department,

and as the army had its own fleet of vehicles, the little

railway was no longer required. Mr Harold Gordon of
Poulton recalls that a few of the rails were used to make

the cattle grid on the drive to Poulton Hall Farm where

he worked.

The railway was in operation for over fifty -one years. For
most of its working life, it had only two engine drivers.
The first was Harry Wilde who came to Eaton with Sir
Arthur Heywood in 1895 to assist in the construction of
the line.

He held the position of engine driver for over thirty -
sevenyears. The second was Harry Morgan, a local man,
who drove the train until the line closed. Other train
workers included two labourers who were responsible for
loading and unloading, and two brakemen who rode at
the back of the train.
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Figure 24 - Figure 24- Harry Wilde (seated) with Harry Morgar
courtesy of the Grosvenor Family Archive.

The responsibilities of the railway workers were
stipulated in the regulations. There were twenty -three
rules for the driver. He had to observe carefully the
county council regulations (in regard to crossing the
public roads), which stated that every train should stop
not less than ten yards from the road and the brakeman
should proceed to the centre of th e road with a red flag
(or red lamp after dusk) which should be waved as a
warning to oncoming vehicles. No train should cross the
road at a speed greater than five miles per hour.
Signalling regulations required the driver to give three
short whistles when he needed the brakes to be put down
and one short whistle when they were to be released. A



54

continuous whistle was a call for assistance and any
workman within ear -shot should proceed at once to the
spot.

Today very little evidence remains of the railway. An
unexplained dip in the kerb diagonally opposite the drive
to Eaton Hall marks the place where the line crossed the
Wrexham Road. The engine shed at Belgrave is now an
office at the Grosvenor Garden Centre and can be seen
through the metal gates on enter ing. The carriage shed
and coal store buildings remain almost unchanged near
Eaton Hall.

2 i ; . A )
1 ' as i‘e?,sw:-. :

Figure 25 - 4The train for Shrewsbury arriving at Balderton station hauled k
GWR 26-0 locomotive c. 1929
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Figure 26 - The train for Chester approaching Balderton station c.19
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The work of John DouglesPulford & Poulton
By Derek Venables.

The work of Chester architect John Douglas, (1830 61911)
has been well documented and evidence of his work in
the North West of England, (Chester in particular) and in
Wales continues to be widely appreciated. The first Duke
of Westminster provided John D ouglas with an extensive
commission for Eaton Estates architectural improvement
in the late nineteenth century, and, in and around the
villages of Pulford and Poulton, many buildings reveal his
distinctive architectural style.

In his work there is a balance and proportionality of
classic architectural style, a use of traditional features,
and a pursuit of local materials and craftsmanship that
recalls the work and theory of William Morris and the Arts
and Crafts movement. He re aches out in church design to
the neo-Gothic with some evidence of the Germanic
influences of the Victorian era (originally apparent in
Prince Albertds influence i
0schl ossd featuring) whi |
individualist ic style.

In many public buildings, in the larger houses, and in
some cottages, he often incorporates a cylindrical spiral

n

st

t

f

chi mney pattern (knosmngarocsatly lye

or as a variation -bonebdanndbkhe

high chimney stacks.



Figure 27 - Spiral Chimneys

Figure 28 - Channelled herringbone indent.
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Roofing is usually red tile or Welsh slate with gable ends
carrying a Dutch style rounded finish with added
pargeted decoration in larger houses or a half -timbered
finish to the gable frontage.

Figure 29 - Pargeted gable decoration.

In the use of local red sandstone there is often a
compatible aslar colour variant, and there is sustained
interest in the Ruabon glazed brickwork, the string
courses separating storey levels, and in the blue -brick
diamond (diaper introduction) decorative patterning to
the upper walls. In these upper walls there is sometimes
an additional decorative feature of hanging tiles.
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Figure 30 - Moulded brick string coursing.

Window mouldings, mullion and sill, are individually
made in highly crafted brickwork to reveal particular
skills, while window-panes contain intricate leaded -light
diamond-shape work. Main doors and porches have
specific Douglas characteristics, as they reveal
impressive attention given to stone and/or brick
surrounds, substantial pillar woodwork, and suitable
wrought-iron hinge, and stud work.

The intention in this article is to examine and describe a
representative sample of the work of John Douglas in the

exterior design of buildings in Pulford and Poulton as

itemi sed and considered in 06Th
by Edward Hubbard published in 1991 by The Victorian

Society. In that excellent work the author provides
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extensive reference to Eaton Estate Office records and
papers which are always of particular interest. Since 1991
traditional dairy farming locally has continued to follow
the national decline. Farmers have retired and farm -
houses have often been separated from farm buildings.
When modernised and improved within, such buildings
become attractive to those seeking the peace and
tranquillity of rural life. Fortunately, the distinctive John
Douglas design to the building exterior has been largely
retained and, in some cases, new building has
incorporated reference to his design style so helping to
preserve architectural unity.
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The Parish Church of St. Mary, Pulford.

¥

Figure 31 - Pulford Church of St Mary's

The Parish church of St. Mary, Pulford (1884) is a typically
well -proportioned building having, in the Germanic style,
a wood-shingled spire (octagonal in shape) with
miniature hip dormers and four pinnacles. The spire was
restored to the original John Douglas design after the
disastrous fire on Wednesday 315. July 1991 although the
oak shingles were replaced with red cedar shingles.

The main walled structure of the church is of local red
sandstone with side windows to the nave being of simple
form with some tracery below plain heads. The east and
west windows, however, are much more intricate having
a four-mullion head interlacing around a geometrical
stone rose motif .
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Figure 32 - Church of St Mary's side wall and typical window into the I

Figure 33 - Church Spire
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Figure 35 - West Window



Figure 36 - North West Door

The main north -west door leads into the porch and the
main body of the church, revealing there a warm richness
and an open aspect without the encumbrance of
supportive pillars.

This particular design provides an excellent acoustic
guality much valued to this day by visiting choirs and
musicians performing in the church at special invitation.

Close by the Pulford church at the western end of the old
Pulford Approach to the Eaton Estate there are two
lodges or gatehouses that present interesting elements of
pre-John Douglas design. They are constructed in large
sandstone block with Dutch gable work supporting
decorative ball elements. Windows are set in sandstone
to mullion, lintel and sill whilst the wall at the North side
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lodge provides a fitting place for the Grosvenor coat of
arms in cartouche.

Figure 37 - Pulford Church Interior

























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































